8th Grade Reading Syllabus

Blue Team
Mrs. Emily Wright
Contact Information:  

Please feel free at anytime throughout the year to contact me if you have questions regarding your child, his/her performance in class, or questions about assignments or grades.  I want to work with you and your child to ensure that he/she receives the very best education possible.  Please contact me in the following ways: email:  emily.wright@pcs.k12.va.us  or phone: 724-7086 from 1:10 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.. or after school until 4:00 p.m.  I will check email up until 9:00 p.m. at night.
Course Information:

Throughout the school year we will be following the pacing guide provided by Pittsylvania County Schools.  You can find this pacing guide on the web page provided by Pittsylvania County Schools.  Below is list of areas that will be covered in English this year:
1st Six Weeks

External and Internal Text Structures
Reading Strategies
Literary Elements of a Short Story and Biography

Spelling/Vocabulary

2nd Six Weeks 

Figurative Language

Spelling/Vocabulary

9 Week Benchmark Test

3rd Six Weeks

Reading and Following Instructions
Nonfiction

Spelling/Vocabulary

18 Week Benchmark Test

4th Six Weeks
Reading Comprehension Strategies in Nonfiction
Spelling/Vocabulary

Review Elements of a Short Story
5th Six Weeks

Folk Tales/Tall Tales
Spelling/Vocabulary

Poetry

Review Comprehension Strategies in fiction

6th Six Weeks
Drama/Novel elements

Review literary elements

Review Comprehension Strategies

Reading SOL Test

Mass Media and Propaganda Techniques

Interviewing

Oral Presentations

Method of Instruction:

I use a combination of direct instruction, collaborative groups, and individualized instruction when needed.  Students will be required to keep a binder with their notes, class work, quizzes, and tests.  
Textbooks:

We will have new literature books this year.  I will issue them the first week of school.  If you forget your book at school, you can log on to the following website and access the book from there.  There are a few stories that are not available through the website.  I will let you know of these ahead of time.

· Go to www.emcschool.com/eResources
· Enter the password:  rps1yqi
Materials Needed:


Binder



Blue Pens 


Loose leaf paper

Divider Tabs


Pencils



Reinforcement labels (optional)


Pocket Folder


Highlighters
Grading:

Tests:



30 % of Grade

Projects


30 % of Grade

Quizzes:


20% of Grade

Class work/Daily Grades:  
10 % of Grade

Homework:


10% of Grade

Grading Scale:

A:  94-100

B:  86-93

C:  78-85

D:  70-77

F:  Below 70
Classroom Rules:

1. Be on time to each class and bring materials to class every day.
2. Keep your hands and feet and other objects to yourself.

3. Be honest, courteous and respectful to others at all times.

4. Follow all teacher and school rules along with given instructions.
5. Strive to do your best at all times.
Consequences:
1. Verbal reminder

2. Verbal reprimand

3. Change of seating

4. Isolation

5. Parent contact/written/phone

6. Work in another room.

7. Silent lunch

8. Parent Conference

9. After school detention

10. Discipline referral
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____________________
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